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D A T E

District 8 Meeting in Seattle a Huge Success

The Annual District 8 Meeting is now behind us. It was a lot of work, and a lot of fun. The
talks and presentations were varied, including a session titled “America’s Next Top Presenter”
led by Kim Saunders, Andrew J. Burich and Claire Hankenson.

Congratulations
to Grace Arnada, University of Arizona,
for being the first recipient of the Ron Orta Humanitarian Award
Click here for more photos.

Thanks from the D8 ’08 Program Committee
On behalf of the District 8 AALAS Meeting 2008 Program Committee, I send sincere thanks to
all the volunteers who helped us put on a successful meeting. Speakers took the time to prepare
exciting presentations, and travel to share their information. Workshop instructors provided many
hour’s-worth of educational hands-on interaction, plus they put in set-up and clean-up time. Animal care staff at Harborview and the UW Primate Center graciously put up with the hassle of lots
of people coming thru their facilities. Committee members really put in great effort, often traveling long distances to attend meetings and brainstorm cool ideas. They made calls and sent emails, persuaded others to participate, and then attended to the other myriad details involved in
putting a meeting together.
I send special heartfelt thanks to the group with whom I worked most closely, the Program Committee, This group gets a gold star (and extra chocolate) for keeping a sense of humor, and making the whole process fun.
To the D8 ’09 Program Committee and volunteers: It’s a lot of work but a whole lot of fun. Advice: keep chocolate handy.
Thanks to all involved,
Cindy Pekow
D8 ’08 Program Committee Chair
D8 ’08 Program Committee Members:
Andrew Burich, Katy Marshall, Gwen Maginnis, Sayed Ahmadi, Kim Saunders,and Amber Carte
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Announcements
The deadline for Annual Lab Products Animal Technician Award is June 16, 2008 (the nomination must
be received by that date). For more information, see Lab Products Award.
The Annual Washington Branch Summer Picnic will be Saturday August 9, 2008 at Lower Woodland
Park, Spot #3. For more information, see Picnic.
Ballots for Washington Branch elections will go out Wednesday June 3, 2008. See Elections.
The deadline for nominations for the Betty J. Varnam Memorial Washington Branch Animal Technician
of the Year Award and The Ron Orta Memorial Washington Branch Member of the Year Award is July
1, 2008. Awards will be presented at the picnic in August. See WBAALAS Awards for more information.
The deadline for nominations for the Purina Mills Laboratory Animal Technician Award is July 1, 2008.
For more information, see Purina Mills Award.
Advertisers have been added. See the Advertisers’ Pages, starting on Advertisers.
Job Opening click here.

VIVARIUM SPACE AVAILABE
FOR RENT OR LEASE
State of the Art Facility Located on First Hill
(Behind Swedish Hospital)
Large animal rooms (hoods and bench-top lab-space)
Housing for rodents, guinea pigs, rabbits & hamsters
Biosafety Levels I or II available
HEPA-ventilated caging (mice & rats)
Rodent irradiating equipment onsite
Full Husbandry & IACUC services provided
including veterinary support
Access via security Card key system
Office space & computer hookups available
NIH OLAW Assurance & USDA license CURRENT

Interested parties please contact:
Winston Wicomb, Ph.D., LATG
Phone: 206-330-2558
E-mail: wwicomb@idri.org

2

WBAALAS.org

Annual Summer Picnic

Beverages and coolers have been
generously donated by
Animal Specialties, Inc.
Coolers will be raffled off
during the picnic.

Date: August 9, 2008 (Saturday)
Time: Noon
Location: Lower Woodland Park, Shelter #3
(west of Woodland Park Zoo and Aurora)
Activities: Food, Fun, Raffle
Bring: Your family, your appetite, your dog (on a leash), a
blanket or chair to sit on, a Frisbee to toss, and any other
picnic stuff you can think of.
What not to bring: Alcohol (not allowed in city parks), fireworks, and any other illegal stuff.

This is a fun annual event. A great time
for our members to get together and just
hang out. There is always lots of food.
Last year a few people brought their dogs
and others wish they had known it was
OK. It is OK, as long as they are on a
leash (park rules).
Parking is right by the picnic shelter and
restrooms are close by. We’ll have a barbeque fired up and we supply all the food
too.
We sill be presenting two members with
awards. The Betty J. Varnam Memorial
Animal Technician of the Year Award
and The Ron Orta Memorial Washington
Branch Member of the Year Award.
And we will be raffling off items donated
by our generous commercial members.
This picnic site is not part of the zoo, but
the zoo is close by, if you wish to visit it
while you’re in the neighborhood. Zoo
admission is not included in the picnic
activities.
Mark you calendars now for a fun event
in August.
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Awards
Washington Branch AALAS presents two awards annually. This is an opportunity to recognize and
nominate a staff member, fellow co-worker, friend, or acquaintance
within the local research community that meets the spirit and intent of each of these awards. Recipients
of either of these awards receive a plaque and a $100 check.
The Bette J. Varnam Memorial Washington Branch AALAS Animal Technician of the Year
Award is presented to an individual directly involved in lab animal care who performs daily husbandry
duties, handling/restraint, feeding and water, room sanitation, health observation, etc., and has demonstrated a sincere concern for the well being of the animals under his/her charge. Nomination Form.
The Branch Technician of the Year Award was re-named in 1993 as a tribute to Bette J. Varnam. Bette
was an Animal Technician with the Division of Animal Medicine (now the Department of Comparative
Medicine) at the University of Washington for 14 years and lost her fight with cancer in June
1991. Bette defined the true meaning of why many of us entered the field of Laboratory Animal Science
and have remained in it for so many years; she loved the animals and they were her first priority. Throughout her struggles and challenges, Bette never lost sight of her devotion and commitment to
being an advocate for those that could not fend for themselves—the animals. The recipients’ of this
Award carry on a legacy of a true professional and compassionate colleague.
The Ron Orta Memorial Washington Branch AALAS Member of the Year Award (formerly the
Washington Branch Member of the Year Award) was recently renamed to honor of our friend and colleague who died earlier this year. The Award is presented to an individual who has actively participated in the Washington Branch and encourages participation by others in activities which promote
Washington Branch AALAS and laboratory animal science in general. Nomination Form.
Ron had a brilliant career in Laboratory Animal Management and later sales, but his true calling was that
of a teacher. He was an active member and participant in the Washington Branch and hosted many
Branch Picnics. Because of his commitment of personal time and resources he was honored as an Honorary Lifetime Washington Branch Member. Ron never excluded anyone from anything. In his world
there was never an uninvited guest. Ron was very compassionate about helping and fulfilling the needs
of those less fortunate. Ron mentored, encouraged, and challenged everyone to achieve high standards in
animal care, facility management, self worth and esteem. His memory continues to remain with us
through this Award.
If you need further information about either of these awards, contact awardschair@wbaalas.org.
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Elections
Ballots will be going out soon for the
2008 Board of Directors.
The two open positions and nominees are:

President Elect
(this person becomes President in 2009)

Tom Olson
Colony Manager
Washington National Primate Research Center
University of Washington

Board Member
(this is a two year position)

Cindy Pekow, DVM
Chief, Veterinary Medical Unit, Research
Veterans Affairs Puget Sound Health Care System

2008 WBAALAS Board
Officers
Past President- Tim Dawe
President- Laurie Wilcox
President Elect– open
Treasurer- Jennifer Sweet
Secretary- Susan Bell
Board Members
Board Member 2006-2007- Cindy Pekow
Board Member 2007-2008- Amber Carte
Awards Chair- Gary Millen
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Photos from the District 8 Meeting in Seattle
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In The News

Reprinted with permission from
Hillsdale College
Office of External Affairs.

Continued on next page
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In The News
continued from previous page
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Job Opening
The University of California, Riverside (UCR), a campus of the preeminent University of California is a 1,112 acre, park-like
campus and located in the heart of inland Southern California. The campus seeks an Animal Facility Manager within the Office
of Research.
The Animal Resources Manager (ARM) is responsible for the independent overall management and operation of an animal care
facility, including management of all facility personnel. The incumbent performs the full complement of managerial functions;
oversees and coordinates the acquisition and disposition of all animals, supplies and equipment for the facility; serves as the
department liaison between faculty and research technicians and the animal care service department; develops and delivers
mandated training; ensures compliance with all applicable federal and state regulatory agencies; has primary responsibility for
developing Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs) for animal husbandry methods; provides input into the formation of departmental policies, operations and safety guidelines; oversees facility expenditures, costs and budget reporting; implements longand short-range facility and personnel management strategies and problem-solving techniques; manages quality assurance programs and general maintenance of the animal facility; ensures United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) inspectionreadiness and Association for Assessment and Accreditation of Laboratory Animal Care, International (AAALAC) accreditation inspection-readiness levels at all times. The Animal Resources Manager (ARM) reports to the Campus Veterinarian. The
incumbent makes technical judgments and recommendations to the Veterinarian that may have programmatic impact. Suggested novel and innovative solutions comply with federal and state rules and regulations governing the care and use of laboratory animals in research, instruction, and testing.
In general the incumbent plans, coordinates, organizes and evaluates staff, finances, and other resources in the achievement of
organizational goals. The incumbent develops, implements, monitors, and revises procedures and processes necessary to attain unit goals. For this level, in addition to meeting supervisory criteria, the incumbent must identify objectives, direct programs, manage human and financial (and often physical) resources, and function with a high degree of autonomy.

MINIMUM QUALIFICATIONS
College degree in an area of biological science, or high school graduation plus completion of the American Association for
Laboratory Animal Science (AALAS) Laboratory Animal Technologist (LATg) certification (preferred level); minimum 5 years
of related laboratory animal facility management with supervisory experience, or an equivalent combination of education and
experience; and knowledge and abilities essential to the successful performance of the duties assigned to the position. Computer competency required.
Please submit a cover letter and Curriculum Vitae with three references to Dr. Akiko Sato, Campus Veterinarian, University Office Building 215, University of California, Riverside, CA 92521 or email same to
akiko.sato@ucr.edu. To apply on-line, please visit our web site at
http://humanresources.ucr.edu/jobs/ and reference position # 07-06017.

UCR offers an excellent benefits package considered
among the finest in higher education, as well as other employers.
UCR is an equal opportunity employer with a commitment
to workforce diversity.
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Additional Chuckles
Cats and Dogs Get Even….
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Nomination Application for:
The Bette J. Varnam Memorial
Washington Branch AALAS Animal Technician of the Year
Name of Nominee: __________________________________________
Occupational Title: __________________________________________
Employer: _________________________________________________
Please check those that apply/fill in the blanks:
Member of National AALAS
Held office in National AALAS past 3 years
Presentations at National AALAS past 3 years
Member Washington Branch AALAS
Held Office in Washington Branch past 3 years
Active participant in Washington Branch
Membership in other scientific organizations:
List organization(s) with position's):
________________________________
________________________________
________________________________
AALAS Certification: List current Level:

_____

Degree(s):
Please attach a short narrative to include but not limited to the following: Personal or professional
accomplishments; contributions to the Washington Branch AALAS and to the field of laboratory animal
medicine/management, innovative approaches to animal care problems, examples of concern for animal
welfare, duties, and demonstrated examples of exceptional performance.
Please use a separate form for each nominee and return the nomination form(s) by July 1, 2008 to awardschair@wbaalas.org
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Nomination Application for:
The Ron Orta Memorial
Washington Branch AALAS Member of the Year
Name of Nominee: __________________________________________
Occupational Title: __________________________________________
Employer: _________________________________________________
Please check those that apply/fill in the blanks:
Member of National AALAS
Held office in National AALAS past 3 years
Presentations at National AALAS past 3 years
Member Washington Branch AALAS
Held Office in Washington Branch past 3 years
Active participant in Washington Branch
Membership in other scientific organizations:
List organization(s) with position's):
________________________________
________________________________
________________________________
AALAS Certification: List current Level:

_____

Degree(s):
Please attach a short narrative to include but not limited to the following: Personal or professional accomplishments; contributions to the Washington Branch AALAS and to the field of
laboratory animal medicine/management, innovative approaches to animal care problems, examples of concern for animal welfare, duties, and demonstrated examples of exceptional performance.
Please use a separate form for each nominee and return the nomination form(s) by July 1, 2008
to awardschair@wbaalas.org
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