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CATCHING UP WITH WBAALAS
Volunteers Always Needed!

There are a lot of obvious benefits to volunteering with WBAALAS —a sense of 
accomplishment, giving back to the LAS community, gaining perspective, and meeting 
new people. But did you know that volunteering is a RESUME BOOSTER? In these times of 
slim budgets and limited promotions, volunteering with WBAALAS offers you the 
opportunity to build transferrable skills!

Here are 3 reasons volunteering with WBAALAS is a smart career move:

Develop new skills or sharpen existing ones. Volunteering can be a way to get 
training and practice in areas your current role doesn’t provide.
• Project management: organizing events or fundraising efforts are highly 
desirable skills
• Communication skills: consistently ranked in the top ten desirable skills by 
employer surveys
• Managing a team: many projects require a group effort, and a leader to 
coordinate it
• Accounting skills: familiarity with accounting enables you to manage at higher 
levels in a company

Develop professional relationships. You never know who you'll meet 
volunteering with WBAALAS. Volunteering helps you develop new networks, 
through which you will hear about job openings, training opportunities, and 
networking events.

Add experience. Volunteer experience is professional experience, and it belongs 
on your resume. Using your time to gain new skills and help your professional 
community highlights your willingness to jump in, learn new things, and do more.



CATCHING UP WITH WBAALAS
Volunteers Always Needed!

Committee Positions:

• Program committee: Helps plan all branch sponsored meetings and activities 

(time commitment varies on activities).

• Newsletter committee: Disseminate information about the national, regional and 

local AALAS organizational affairs as well as any other pertinent information to 

the members via a newsletter. (10+ hours a month).

• Social media: Help update/post on WBAALAS Facebook and LinkedIn 

accounts.

• Nominations and Elections Committee: Solicit nominations, give instructions 

on voting in the elections, tally votes, give results to secretary. 

• Awards Committee: Solicit nominations for each award and submit names of 

winners. Ordering award plaques. 

• Membership committee: prepare reports of membership to the board of 

directors, maintain membership list, reports to secretary. 

• Management Information System Committee: Maintaining and updating the 

branch website and email accounts. 

• Ad Hoc: occasionally we will need other help, such as setting up or cleaning up 

after events, or someone to assist with registration/sign in, placing fliers etc. 



CATCHING UP WITH WBAALAS
SOCIAL MEDIA

Advertisement

Did you know WBAALAS is on LinkedIn? Keep up to 

date with news, job postings, and articles in the Lab 

Animal Community by connecting with us! 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/washington-branch-aalas-

716a31a8

Join our private Facebook 

group to stay up to date on our 

HeroRAT, see events 

happening with WBAALAS, and 

share posts with others!

Send an email to 

secretary@WBAALAS.org with 

the email you used to sign up 

for Facebook.

You will receive an invite to join 

the private group!

Want updates on events, see 

past and current newsletters? 

Visit our website: 

https://www.wbaalas.org

https://www.ancare.com/
linkedin.com/in/washington-branch-aalas-716a31a8
mailto:secretary@WBAALAS.org
https://www.wbaalas.org/


CATCHING UP WITH WBAALAS
HeroRat To the Rescue!

APOPO’s RescueRATs are trained to assist in disaster zones by locating survivors 
trapped under rubble after earthquakes or other catastrophes. These intelligent rats, 
lightweight and agile, can navigate through debris and access areas that are too 
dangerous or difficult for human rescuers or even dogs. Equipped with a camera built 
in to a specially designed backpack, our RescueRATs can show the exact location of 
survivors, and the path to get to them which will greatly assist rescue operations.

The next step for the 
RescueRAT’s development is to 
complete their training in 
Turkey, where they will be 
exposed to realistic disaster 
scenarios in collaboration with 
Turkish expert search-and-
rescue teams. Turkey’s 
earthquake-prone regions 
provide the ideal environment 
for stimulating the challenging 
conditions the RescueRATs will 
face in real-world emergencies. 
This is a key step before they can 
be deployed in actual disaster 
zones. 

Advertisement

https://soldelmarinc.com/training


CATCHING UP WITH WBAALAS
SUMMER PICNIC

Advertisement

https://dthx.net/


CATCHING UP WITH WBAALAS
Summer Picnic
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LEARNING WITH WBAALAS
Washington Branch AALAS offers members access to TWO learning portals!

The AALAS Learning Library 

provides training that is essential 

for technicians, veterinarians, 

managers, IACUC members, and 

investigators working with animals 

in a research or education setting.

Washington Branch AALAS is 

proud to be able to offer free 

access to the AALAS Learning 

Library to all Branch members!

Research, husbandry, and 

veterinary staff can earn continuing 

education credits to maintain 

certification and licensure (up to 34 

courses approved by AAVSB for 

RACE CEs). Check out the over 

238 courses available by 

downloading the course catalog.

Image preview

ALAT, LAT, and LATG Exam Prep 

Courses

We’ve partnered with Kizer Learning 

to offer free enrollment in their 

innovative exam prep courses. 

Here's what makes them effective:

• On-demand access 

Comprehensive study plans and 

study nudges

Knowledge pre-check insights

• Concept-driven chapter summary 

videos

• Note-taking worksheets for active 

learning

• Reduce anxiety with test-taking 

strategies

• Flashcards that adapt to you

These courses equip you with lifelong 

learning skills you won't find in any 

other program. They're crafted to 

transform your approach to learning, 

ensuring success on any exam.

Image preview

http://www.wbaalas.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/allcoursecatalog.pdf
https://www.kizerlearning.com/
https://www.aalaslearninglibrary.org/


CATCHING UP WITH THE COMMUNITY
LAMA

Advertisement

https://www.lspinc.com/
https://meeting.lama-online.org/


CATCHING UP WITH THE 

COMMUNITY

New agents in veterinary anesthesia 
are changing the game. In this episode, 
we explore Grapiprant, a 
groundbreaking nonsteroidal anti-
inflammatory drug (NSAID) from the 
newer piprant class. We are joined by 
Dr. Lauren Wierenga, DVM, a staff 
veterinarian at Northern. ne in to hear 
her elaborate on the importance of 
NSAIDs in treatment approaches, why 
and how she chose to tailor and design 
this PK study, and the findings and 
limitations of her work. She discusses 
how patient age may influence the 
drug's efficacy and also shares different 
aspects that surprised her during the 
process of the project. Dr. Wierenga 
also shares her final thoughts on the 
safety and effectiveness of Grapiprant
and its potential role in a multimodal 
pain management approach.
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https://sites.libsyn.com/491099/episode-29-new-agents-in-anaesthesia-the-use-of-grapiprant-in-rhesus-macaques-with-dr-lauren-wierenga
mailto:Rketelsen@ssponline.com
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INSTITUTIONAL MEMBERS

INTERESTED IN JOINING WBAALAS AS AN INSTITUTIONAL 

MEMBER?

Visit the Washington Branch AALAS website at wbaalas.org/join for information 
on membership fees, benefits, and other perks!

http://www.wbaalas.org/join/
https://alleninstitute.org/
https://www.benaroyaresearch.org/
https://www.washington.edu/compmed/
https://www.fredhutch.org/en.html
https://www.pfizer.com/
https://presagebio.com/
https://www.seattlechildrens.org/
https://www.va.gov/


INTERESTED IN JOINING WBAALAS AS A COMMERCIAL MEMBER?

Visit the Washington Branch AALAS website at wbaalas.org/join for information on  

membership fees, benefits, and other perks!

COMMERCIAL MEMBERS

http://www.wbaalas.org/join/
https://www.allentowninc.com/
https://www.ancare.com/
https://www.avidityscience.com/
https://www.bio-serv.com/
https://cascadescientific.com/
https://www.criver.com/?gclid=CjwKCAjwl4yyBhAgEiwADSEjeFGek1n5SHa1IFp6-j29L9nrFAWmkpPuIu864wh5fTmkGMGG5qndbxoCsB8QAvD_BwE
https://dthx.net/
https://www.idexx.com/en/
https://www.innovive.com/
https://www.inotivco.com/
https://www.kizerlearning.com/
https://labproductsinc.com/
https://lighthouselifesciences.com/
https://www.marshallbio.com/
https://www.medline.com/
https://www.lane-ind.com/
https://www.pharmacal.com/
https://rapidlab.com/mouse-ear-tags-product-info/
https://www.selabgroup.net/
https://www.ssponline.com/
https://soldelmarinc.com/
https://www.tecniplast.it/
https://thoren.com/
https://www.validateddeliverysolutions.com/
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