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CATCHING UP WITH WBAALAS
Volunteers Always Needed!

There are a lot of obvious benefits to volunteering with WBAALAS —a sense of accomplishment, giving 
back to the LAS community, gaining perspective, and meeting new people. But did you know that 
volunteering is a RESUME BOOSTER? In these times of slim budgets and limited promotions, 
volunteering with WBAALAS offers you the opportunity to build transferrable skills!

Here are 3 reasons volunteering with WBAALAS is a smart career move:

Develop new skills or sharpen existing ones. Volunteering can be a way to get training and 
practice in areas your current role doesn’t provide.
•Project management: organizing events or fundraising efforts are highly desirable skills
•Communication skills: consistently ranked in the top ten desirable skills by employer 
surveys
•Managing a team: many projects require a group effort, and a leader to coordinate it
•Accounting skills: familiarity with accounting enables you to manage at higher levels in a 
company

Develop professional relationships. You never know who you'll meet volunteering with 
WBAALAS. Volunteering helps you develop new networks, through which you will hear 
about job openings, training opportunities, and networking events.

Add experience. Volunteer experience is professional experience and it belongs on your 
resume. Using your time to gain new skills and help your professional community highlights 
your willingness to jump in, learn new things, and do more.

Visit http://www.wbaalas.org/contact/ and inquire about any positions on the upcoming 
ballot to learn more.

http://www.wbaalas.org/contact/


2026 WBAALAS Trade Fair

CATCHING UP WITH WBAALAS

2026 WBAALAS Trade Fair

Thursday, June 25th, 2025

UW Center for Urban Horticulture

Call for speakers!

Are you excited to talk about your research?
Do you know someone who is currently working on an interesting research project?
Has your institution tried something new or different and want to share it with others?
Do you care for an uncommon animal/species?
Are you interested in polishing your presenting skills?
Is there a topic you would like to hear more about?

The WBAALAS is looking for speakers to present at the upcoming 2026 Trade Fair in 
June. Please consider sharing your ideas and knowledge with the local laboratory 
animal science community, or let us know what you would like to learn about!

Suggested and/or past topics include:
• Enrichment/caging
• Clicker training
• Animal welfare/3R's
• Novel experimental techniques/models
• Compassion fatigue
• Ergonomics
• AAALAC accreditation
• Transparency in animal research

Please email boardmember2@wbaalas.org or TBR@WBAALAS.org if you are 
interested in presenting, or to suggest a speaker/topic for consideration.

mailto:TBR@WBAALAS.org


CATCHING UP WITH WBAALAS
Keeping up with WBAALAS

It's time to renew your Washington Branch AALAS Commercial Membership! 

Commercial Membership pricing is $125 and we are pleased to continue 

offering several additional sponsorship opportunities listed below.

Please email the following information to the WBAALAS Treasurer 

(treasurer@wbaalas.org) and we will email you an invoice for the total amount that 

can be easily paid online.

•The names and emails of the individuals you would like associated with your 

commercial membership

• Image files of your company logo and business card, if you would like 

them displayed on our website

•Any additional sponsorship opportunities you would like to purchase. If purchasing 

advertisement in our newsletter, please include the ad in your email

•2026 Commercial Membership includes:

•2 Individual Memberships (additional individuals can be added at $25 each)
•Link to your company on the WBAALAS website
•Business card size advertisement on the WBAALAS website

•Acknowledgment/logo in our quarterly newsletters

•Eligibility to purchase additional advertising space in the quarterly newsletters

•Eligibility to vote in branch elections

•Eligibility to serve on WBALLAS Board and/or committees

•Eligibility for annual awards

•Notifications of newsletter publications, activities, and events

•Online learning portal access

mailto:treasurer@wbaalas.org
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/wbaalas.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=27e5058e67004e9dc5a00d3a0&id=989d815d4a&e=c831f22a9e__;!!H9nueQsQ!81xSScoIZhg_XWJvXgSo795XXfjpGBwnyE-UmwxJpfRGVMGj3jlvD3HdJu_dUJnX2Hp95Jxp8j9alA_7AKQ2x0s$


CATCHING UP WITH WBAALAS
Volunteer with WBAALAS

Committee Positions:

• Program committee: Helps plan all branch sponsored meetings and activities 

(time commitment varies on activities).

• Newsletter committee: Disseminate information about the national, regional and 

local AALAS organizational affairs as well as any other pertinent information to 

the members via a newsletter. (10+ hours a month).

• Social media: Help update/post on WBAALAS Facebook and LinkedIn 

accounts.

• Nominations and Elections Committee: Solicit nominations, give instructions 

on voting in the elections, tally votes, give results to secretary. 

• Awards Committee: Solicit nominations for each award and submit names of 

winners. Ordering award plaques. 

• Membership committee: prepare reports of membership to the board of 

directors, maintain membership list, reports to secretary. 

• Management Information System Committee: Maintaining and updating the 

branch website and email accounts. 

• Ad Hoc: occasionally we will need other help, such as setting up or cleaning up 

after events, or someone to assist with registration/sign in, placing fliers etc. 



CATCHING UP WITH WBAALAS
Keeping up with WBAALAS

•2026 Sponsorship Opportunities include: Newsletter Advertisements: Every member of 

WBAALAS receives a quarterly newsletter. Increase your exposure or target a specific 

campaign by purchasing ad space in our newsletter. Sizing is based on a portrait page 

measuring 8.5"x11".

• 1/4 page ad - $30/ea (or $100 for placement in all four newsletters)

• 1/2 page ad - $65/ea (or $200 for placement in all four newsletters)

• Full page ad - $110/ea (or $300 for placement in all four newsletters)

• A Commercial Membership is required to purchase newsletter advertisement space

•Vivarium Managers Roundtable:

• Dates and locations for 2026 are TBD.

• Roundtable sponsorship (1 per meeting) - $150

• A Commercial Membership is required to sponsor vivarium managers roundtable 

events

•Animal Technician Roundtable:

• Dates and locations for 2026 are TBD.

• Roundtable sponsorship (1 per meeting) - $200

• A Commercial Membership required to sponsor animal technician roundtable events

•Scholarship Opportunity- Send a branch member to training:

• May be used for AALAS National Meeting, Ben Cohen Management Summit, Ann 

Turner CARE Academy, or other training

• Open Amount - Support industry training scholarships with a contribution at a level of 

your choosing. All funds directly support scholarship recipients. Sponsors will be 

acknowledged when scholarship is awarded.

• A Commercial Membership is required to sponsor vivarium managers roundtable 

events

•Webinars + Networking Events: We invite WBAALAS members to join us for various learning 

opportunities. Events include a viewing of an AALAS or laboratory animal-related webinar and 

the discussions that follow.

• Single event sponsorship - $150/ea
Thank you so much for helping support the Washington Branch of AALAS!



CATCHING UP WITH WBAALAS
SOCIAL MEDIA

Advertisement

Did you know WBAALAS is on LinkedIn? Keep up to 

date with news, job postings, and articles in the Lab 

Animal Community by connecting with us! 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/washington-branch-aalas-

716a31a8

Join our private Facebook 

group to stay up to date on 

our HeroRAT, see events 

happening with WBAALAS, 

and share posts with 

others! 

Send an email to 

secretary@WBAALAS.org 

with the email you used to 

sign up for Facebook.

You will receive an invite to 

join the private group!

Want updates on events, see 

past and current newsletters? 

Visit our website: 

https://www.wbaalas.org

Advertisement

linkedin.com/in/washington-branch-aalas-716a31a8
mailto:secretary@WBAALAS.org
https://www.wbaalas.org/
https://soldelmarinc.com/training


CATCHING UP WITH WBAALAS
HeroRat update: WE HAVE A WINNER!

With the retirement of our previous HeroRat Carolina, WBAALAS members voted 

and chose Jane to replace her as our sponsored Rat. 

https://www.lspinc.com/


CATCHING UP WITH WBAALAS
HeroRat update

APOPO’s HeroRATs are being tested within international commercial ports in 
partnership with local authorities to detect trafficked wildlife. Currently, HeroRATs are 
trained to detect the scent of five different commonly trafficked wildlife products. 
These include pangolin scales, elephant ivory, rhinoceros horn, giraffe hide and hair, 
and African blackwood (ebony).
Wildlife Detection Targets
Our scent detection rats are trained to identify the following wildlife products, all of 
which are subject to international smuggling and pose serious threats to biodiversity:

https://apopo.org/herorats/our-impact-on-wildlife-trafficking/?v=0b3b97fa6688


LEARNING WITH WBAALAS

New Member Benefit for 2019!

Washington Branch AALAS offers members access to TWO learning portals!

The AALAS Learning Library 

provides training that is essential 

for technicians, veterinarians, 

managers, IACUC members, and 

investigators working with animals 

in a research or education setting.

Washington Branch AALAS is 

proud to be able to offer free 

access to the AALAS Learning 

Library to all Branch members!

Research, husbandry, and 

veterinary staff can earn continuing 

education credits to maintain 

certification and licensure (up to 34 

courses approved by AAVSB for 

RACE CEs). Check out the over 

238 courses available by 

downloading the course catalog.

If you are already a WBAALAS member but do not have access, please contact education@wbaalas.org. 

Image preview

ALAT, LAT, and LATG Exam Prep 

Courses

We’ve partnered with Kizer Learning 

to offer free enrollment in their 

innovative exam prep courses. 

Here's what makes them effective:

• On-demand access 

Comprehensive study plans and 

study nudges

Knowledge pre-check insights

• Concept-driven chapter summary 

videos

• Note-taking worksheets for active 

learning

• Reduce anxiety with test-taking 

strategies

• Flashcards that adapt to you

These courses equip you with lifelong 

learning skills you won't find in any 

other program. They're crafted to 

transform your approach to learning, 

ensuring success on any exam.

Image preview

http://www.wbaalas.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/allcoursecatalog.pdf
mailto:education@wbaalas.org
https://www.kizerlearning.com/
https://www.aalaslearninglibrary.org/


CATCHING UP WITH AALAS
International Laboratory Animal Technician Week 

Advertisement

An early THANK YOU to 

all the wonderful 

technicians that keep our 

animals, and our research 

going!

Please share with 

WBAALAS what activities 

you get to do for your 

celebratory week!

Managers: Here are some great ideas 

on how to celebrate your techs:

• Swag (AALAS has great options)

• Early release day

• Activities: Art Project, Picnic outside 

(weather permitting) Going out to 

eat, Arcade, Zoo, Aquarium trips

• Recognition: Email/flyer blasts, 

Thank you signs/cards



CATCHING UP WITH AALAS
AALAS 76th Annual Meeting in Long Beach, CA!



CATCHING UP WITH AALAS
The LASt word Podcast

Advertisement

In this episode, we are joined by Dr. McKayla Carlson. Dr. Carlson is a clinical 
veterinarian at Nationwide Children’s Hospital. She received her DVM from the 
University of Minnesota and recently completed a Comparative Medicine Residency at 
Oregon Health & Science University. McKayla joined us to discuss her recent JAALAS 
paper titled: Effect of Anesthesia on Hematologic Parameters of Female Domestic 
Swine.

https://dthx.net/
https://aalas.org/main/the-last-word-an-aalas-podcast


CATCHING UP WITH THE COMMUNITY
LAMA

WEBSITE

List of the Eligible

LAMA Awards and Their Deadlines:

The Charles River Medallion Award, Deadline: January 28, 2026

The U. Kristina Stephens Award, Deadline: January 28, 2026

The Cammie Symonowicz Ambassador Award, Deadline: January 28, 2026

The William O. Umiker Memorial Award, Deadline: January 28, 2026

The Special Service Award, Deadline: January 28, 2026

Winners will be announced at the 42nd Annual Meeting in San Antonio, TX.

Please contact our Award Chair – Erika Swanson-Petro (awardchair@lama-online.org) 

with any questions.

It’s that time of year again to nominate and recognize administrators and managers 
that have made contributions to either the LAMA organization or have made 
contributions to the field of Laboratory Animal Science  

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/49iwdndab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001YfoHqMFCX9lxRTQdm7oinSDCm33eYZj6vKcVZforAinTZcLly6YZU_yFZHR5YEQEYsKYGH8oR1xWQd0C_edtu_Eax57t46rQqocZF_DpaDIlgMxzCQFUKHCc0swGrk2MzClPwA51XI2dGCJZ_2a21qp1-mhs9F-WYoaya_OlWQ5gcp63tAxooQ==&c=bLsMLo77VbQH5XYDFVd4S_9pClLqDetatQ3hFqmjurquGP_etcksZw==&ch=ygv08BZDkuvbf2lG_EuND-pm2RZT6rVIAXG-9GPCQuMaN_v5yc2oVg==__;!!H9nueQsQ!5wNuYKjEMKvozJ4MYAQgpN3HKFLAkneW4AF0EsUF_x5BT1mKniZsb0MjpxrTKY2FxkQe2-ziCWsxxO60LY-pCyb1FHoTZ83jDYEKvg$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/49iwdndab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001YfoHqMFCX9lxRTQdm7oinSDCm33eYZj6vKcVZforAinTZcLly6YZUzf8OvYuOwFl9UsAQyouTVovVYGT7nJdRKMz2GwbhrAsNgngYEFRT_ffG83ByfbLVg2sEhq5oKEPHPzPdlOpre8z2QmAGS2Xxd137F7g0tLxan6jSfLPL7xAH5OVbl0pigGrwZBRbZH2xJUGk--d-VSFGIER6sIbgA==&c=bLsMLo77VbQH5XYDFVd4S_9pClLqDetatQ3hFqmjurquGP_etcksZw==&ch=ygv08BZDkuvbf2lG_EuND-pm2RZT6rVIAXG-9GPCQuMaN_v5yc2oVg==__;!!H9nueQsQ!5wNuYKjEMKvozJ4MYAQgpN3HKFLAkneW4AF0EsUF_x5BT1mKniZsb0MjpxrTKY2FxkQe2-ziCWsxxO60LY-pCyb1FHoTZ81f7MPl8g$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/49iwdndab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001YfoHqMFCX9lxRTQdm7oinSDCm33eYZj6vKcVZforAinTZcLly6YZUzf8OvYuOwFlFmCoQmMJd7HmbkAPIk9-mgA_SI0frUkpCWkRLtCtBY_eHPw0MJqr80sd3Atj_sFKt6lNCpL5Xj5JwElIA17qxlP5fheJhG4xa3fusP9uF8abVw56yzbQk9aVPFdDInlcjh5jT83TeqeXlh-fZTsgqWdy4AWoHTCc&c=bLsMLo77VbQH5XYDFVd4S_9pClLqDetatQ3hFqmjurquGP_etcksZw==&ch=ygv08BZDkuvbf2lG_EuND-pm2RZT6rVIAXG-9GPCQuMaN_v5yc2oVg==__;!!H9nueQsQ!5wNuYKjEMKvozJ4MYAQgpN3HKFLAkneW4AF0EsUF_x5BT1mKniZsb0MjpxrTKY2FxkQe2-ziCWsxxO60LY-pCyb1FHoTZ834MiPmVA$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/49iwdndab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001YfoHqMFCX9lxRTQdm7oinSDCm33eYZj6vKcVZforAinTZcLly6YZUzf8OvYuOwFlgGA1CQWlPiNwMsfkwPTZHinIJp8Thl2zCpFykiOglLkgAlW21L9BEg5-x0rkryMn5I7DygMrw8pvz0aLPxBGHOqIjVBBKQ81Ctbwk0dGjy7QkhygmRrO4Vx65f3S_pi65xuaRJa2Aj1zb-YRFQ-LZkrbdoc8NK4KWCE36geuEp0=&c=bLsMLo77VbQH5XYDFVd4S_9pClLqDetatQ3hFqmjurquGP_etcksZw==&ch=ygv08BZDkuvbf2lG_EuND-pm2RZT6rVIAXG-9GPCQuMaN_v5yc2oVg==__;!!H9nueQsQ!5wNuYKjEMKvozJ4MYAQgpN3HKFLAkneW4AF0EsUF_x5BT1mKniZsb0MjpxrTKY2FxkQe2-ziCWsxxO60LY-pCyb1FHoTZ83jLAamYA$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/49iwdndab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001YfoHqMFCX9lxRTQdm7oinSDCm33eYZj6vKcVZforAinTZcLly6YZUzf8OvYuOwFlgGA1CQWlPiNwMsfkwPTZHinIJp8Thl2zCpFykiOglLkgAlW21L9BEg5-x0rkryMn5I7DygMrw8pvz0aLPxBGHOqIjVBBKQ81Ctbwk0dGjy7QkhygmRrO4Vx65f3S_pi65xuaRJa2Aj1zb-YRFQ-LZkrbdoc8NK4KWCE36geuEp0=&c=bLsMLo77VbQH5XYDFVd4S_9pClLqDetatQ3hFqmjurquGP_etcksZw==&ch=ygv08BZDkuvbf2lG_EuND-pm2RZT6rVIAXG-9GPCQuMaN_v5yc2oVg==__;!!H9nueQsQ!5wNuYKjEMKvozJ4MYAQgpN3HKFLAkneW4AF0EsUF_x5BT1mKniZsb0MjpxrTKY2FxkQe2-ziCWsxxO60LY-pCyb1FHoTZ83jLAamYA$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/49iwdndab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001YfoHqMFCX9lxRTQdm7oinSDCm33eYZj6vKcVZforAinTZcLly6YZUzf8OvYuOwFlgGA1CQWlPiNwMsfkwPTZHinIJp8Thl2zCpFykiOglLkgAlW21L9BEg5-x0rkryMn5I7DygMrw8pvz0aLPxBGHOqIjVBBKQ81Ctbwk0dGjy7QkhygmRrO4Vx65f3S_pi65xuaRJa2Aj1zb-YRFQ-LZkrbdoc8NK4KWCE36geuEp0=&c=bLsMLo77VbQH5XYDFVd4S_9pClLqDetatQ3hFqmjurquGP_etcksZw==&ch=ygv08BZDkuvbf2lG_EuND-pm2RZT6rVIAXG-9GPCQuMaN_v5yc2oVg==__;!!H9nueQsQ!5wNuYKjEMKvozJ4MYAQgpN3HKFLAkneW4AF0EsUF_x5BT1mKniZsb0MjpxrTKY2FxkQe2-ziCWsxxO60LY-pCyb1FHoTZ83jLAamYA$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/49iwdndab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001YfoHqMFCX9lxRTQdm7oinSDCm33eYZj6vKcVZforAinTZcLly6YZUzf8OvYuOwFlxWJMLsS9HWrwCPFi7aOMTnP1Snm4tX2FbAdBKL7B4KVrtkTE1W3zPh7e9tYBkSSngBmjPd6zLhoJ4jyNnm9wntF6qXPCJbQBdKi61mc89Y_cqjMYzBSSsEiSI8wU38XBh52q4IDZIM8fPyE73ihnyBx0MccIW3TG&c=bLsMLo77VbQH5XYDFVd4S_9pClLqDetatQ3hFqmjurquGP_etcksZw==&ch=ygv08BZDkuvbf2lG_EuND-pm2RZT6rVIAXG-9GPCQuMaN_v5yc2oVg==__;!!H9nueQsQ!5wNuYKjEMKvozJ4MYAQgpN3HKFLAkneW4AF0EsUF_x5BT1mKniZsb0MjpxrTKY2FxkQe2-ziCWsxxO60LY-pCyb1FHoTZ83UL3kAFA$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/49iwdndab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001YfoHqMFCX9lxRTQdm7oinSDCm33eYZj6vKcVZforAinTZcLly6YZUzf8OvYuOwFlxWJMLsS9HWrwCPFi7aOMTnP1Snm4tX2FbAdBKL7B4KVrtkTE1W3zPh7e9tYBkSSngBmjPd6zLhoJ4jyNnm9wntF6qXPCJbQBdKi61mc89Y_cqjMYzBSSsEiSI8wU38XBh52q4IDZIM8fPyE73ihnyBx0MccIW3TG&c=bLsMLo77VbQH5XYDFVd4S_9pClLqDetatQ3hFqmjurquGP_etcksZw==&ch=ygv08BZDkuvbf2lG_EuND-pm2RZT6rVIAXG-9GPCQuMaN_v5yc2oVg==__;!!H9nueQsQ!5wNuYKjEMKvozJ4MYAQgpN3HKFLAkneW4AF0EsUF_x5BT1mKniZsb0MjpxrTKY2FxkQe2-ziCWsxxO60LY-pCyb1FHoTZ83UL3kAFA$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/49iwdndab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001YfoHqMFCX9lxRTQdm7oinSDCm33eYZj6vKcVZforAinTZcLly6YZUzf8OvYuOwFlxWJMLsS9HWrwCPFi7aOMTnP1Snm4tX2FbAdBKL7B4KVrtkTE1W3zPh7e9tYBkSSngBmjPd6zLhoJ4jyNnm9wntF6qXPCJbQBdKi61mc89Y_cqjMYzBSSsEiSI8wU38XBh52q4IDZIM8fPyE73ihnyBx0MccIW3TG&c=bLsMLo77VbQH5XYDFVd4S_9pClLqDetatQ3hFqmjurquGP_etcksZw==&ch=ygv08BZDkuvbf2lG_EuND-pm2RZT6rVIAXG-9GPCQuMaN_v5yc2oVg==__;!!H9nueQsQ!5wNuYKjEMKvozJ4MYAQgpN3HKFLAkneW4AF0EsUF_x5BT1mKniZsb0MjpxrTKY2FxkQe2-ziCWsxxO60LY-pCyb1FHoTZ83UL3kAFA$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/49iwdndab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001YfoHqMFCX9lxRTQdm7oinSDCm33eYZj6vKcVZforAinTZcLly6YZUzf8OvYuOwFlb-k6f_YjB6Fpnu1w4yACI3A7E9yNJ50WyHEmyg7mard95gZF_tHXshHJLxdNce41ARIrvxNgtuu7ZqERgiKpL6zXwQpJIjDoT3BimcIER6DSuUE69YdGimlUZYK2U-6uaozt7VKBpOehOHQk1K6PHw==&c=bLsMLo77VbQH5XYDFVd4S_9pClLqDetatQ3hFqmjurquGP_etcksZw==&ch=ygv08BZDkuvbf2lG_EuND-pm2RZT6rVIAXG-9GPCQuMaN_v5yc2oVg==__;!!H9nueQsQ!5wNuYKjEMKvozJ4MYAQgpN3HKFLAkneW4AF0EsUF_x5BT1mKniZsb0MjpxrTKY2FxkQe2-ziCWsxxO60LY-pCyb1FHoTZ81_utUkgQ$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/49iwdndab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001YfoHqMFCX9lxRTQdm7oinSDCm33eYZj6vKcVZforAinTZcLly6YZU2XgYbLHNsCoxEZ5-ZQn3HC8Oj3ijma1msqUm87jVhV5qLWDJMDUx3z3sFhxm99z7GedHgavYDECv1i8rnlQAewJTSmkk2QARw-glY_aa4VG&c=bLsMLo77VbQH5XYDFVd4S_9pClLqDetatQ3hFqmjurquGP_etcksZw==&ch=ygv08BZDkuvbf2lG_EuND-pm2RZT6rVIAXG-9GPCQuMaN_v5yc2oVg==__;!!H9nueQsQ!5wNuYKjEMKvozJ4MYAQgpN3HKFLAkneW4AF0EsUF_x5BT1mKniZsb0MjpxrTKY2FxkQe2-ziCWsxxO60LY-pCyb1FHoTZ83AFEbb5A$
mailto:awardchair@lama-online.org
mailto:awardchair@lama-online.org
mailto:awardchair@lama-online.org
https://meeting.lama-online.org/


CATCHING UP WITH THE COMMUNITY
BRAD T-Shirt Design Contest Winner

Thank you to everyone who submitted a design and to all who voted in the BRAD T-Shirt 

Design Contest. We received over 600 votes! Your creativity, enthusiasm, and support 

helped make this our most exciting contest yet!

We are thrilled to announce that the winning design for the next official BRAD T-shirt is…

Pre-Order Your BRAD T-Shirt Today!

To make sure you don’t miss out, you 
can now pre-order the winning T-shirt.
Pre-orders will ship in early 2026, and 
placing a pre-order will guarantee you 
get one. After pre-orders are fulfilled, 
shirts will be available while supplies 
last — so secure yours early!

https://www.bradglobal.org/shop-brad-swag


District 8 meeting call for abstracts 

CATCHING UP WITH DISTRICT 8



CATCHING UP WITH District 8
District 8 Ron Orta Humanitarian Award: Congratulations Mary Watson

District 8 AALAS Ron Orta Humanitarian Award. The Ron Orta Humanitarian Award 

honors the memory of a beloved friend and colleague in the lab animal community. The 

award was created after Ron’s sudden death in November of 2007 from acute respiratory 

disease. Ron was a sales representative with Allentown for many years of his 

distinguished career in laboratory animal science. He was revered for his outgoing nature, 

big heart, and inclusive demeanor. The District 8 Council, in conjunction with Allentown 

Inc., created the award to honor Ron’s compassion, dedication, humility, and friendship. 

This Years Winner was the wonderful Mary Watson from OHSU. 

The selection criteria for this prestigious award includes exhibiting extraordinary 

compassion towards peers, displaying a spirit of cooperation and involvement in the 

activities of one’s local community, and participating in continuing education, either as 

an educator or student in the field of laboratory animal science or planning educational 

seminars or symposia. They must be a member of a branch within District 8.



CATCHING UP WITH District 8
District 8 Ron Orta Humanitarian Award

Call for Nominations for 2026:

The application deadline is February 15, 2026. The award will be presented at the 

2026 District 8 Meeting in San Francisco, California. A person deserving of this award 

is a well-rounded individual who can be found assisting co-workers and going the extra 

mile to help others whenever possible. She or he volunteers for community activities, 

and is either working on becoming certified or involved in obtaining or providing 

continuing education at any level, or participating in planning education 

seminars,symposiums, or similar activities. The nominee is involved in some way with 

AALAS activities,on a local or national level.EVERYONE is invited to nominate 

someone! Please don’t feel intimidated about submitting a nomination. Ron was a man 

who loved everyone and would never want an award bearing his name to be used as a 

promotional ploy or popularity contest. The award winner will be selected by a panel of 

District 8 Council members, plus a representative from Allentown,Inc. Nomination 

packets are kept confidential. The award winner receives an engraved crystal plaque 

and a cash award. You should be able to find at least one colleague, maybe several, 

who would qualify in your facility! Maybe it's you!

EVERYONE is invited to nominate someone! Please don’t feel intimidated about 

submitting a nomination. Ron was a man who loved everyone and would never 

want an award bearing his name to be used as a promotional ploy or popularity 

contest. The award winner will be selected by a panel of District 8 Council 

members, plus a representative from Allentown, Inc. Nomination packets are 

kept confidential. The award winner receives an engraved crystal plaque and a 

cash award

Please Contact Penny Noel for 

nomination form. 

mailto:pnoel@ocm.utah.edu


INSTITUTIONAL MEMBERS

INTERESTED IN JOINING WBAALAS AS AN INSTITUTIONAL 

MEMBER?

Visit the Washington Branch AALAS website at wbaalas.org/join for information 
on membership fees, benefits, and other perks!

http://www.wbaalas.org/join/
https://alleninstitute.org/
https://www.benaroyaresearch.org/
https://www.washington.edu/compmed/
https://www.fredhutch.org/en.html
https://www.pfizer.com/
https://presagebio.com/
https://www.seattlechildrens.org/
https://www.va.gov/


INTERESTED IN JOINING WBAALAS AS A COMMERCIAL MEMBER?

Visit the Washington Branch AALAS website at wbaalas.org/join for information on  

membership fees, benefits, and other perks!

COMMERCIAL MEMBERS

http://www.wbaalas.org/join/
https://www.allentowninc.com/
https://www.ancare.com/
https://www.avidityscience.com/
https://www.bio-serv.com/
https://cascadescientific.com/
https://www.criver.com/?gclid=CjwKCAjwl4yyBhAgEiwADSEjeFGek1n5SHa1IFp6-j29L9nrFAWmkpPuIu864wh5fTmkGMGG5qndbxoCsB8QAvD_BwE
https://dthx.net/
https://www.idexx.com/en/
https://www.innovive.com/
https://www.inotivco.com/
https://www.kizerlearning.com/
https://labproductsinc.com/
https://lighthouselifesciences.com/
https://www.marshallbio.com/
https://www.medline.com/
https://www.lane-ind.com/
https://www.pharmacal.com/
https://rapidlab.com/mouse-ear-tags-product-info/
https://www.selabgroup.net/
https://www.ssponline.com/
https://soldelmarinc.com/
https://www.tecniplast.it/
https://thoren.com/
https://www.validateddeliverysolutions.com/
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